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FOREWORD

1.The joy of truth (Veritatis Gaudium) expresses the restlessness of the human heart until it encounters and
dwells within God s Light, and shares that Light with all people.[1] For truth is not an abstract idea, but is Jesus
himself, the Word of God in whom is the Life that is the Light of man (cf. Jn 1:4), the Son of God who is also the
Son of Man. He alone, in revealing the mystery of the Father and of his love, fully reveals humanity to itself and
brings to light its very high calling .[2]

When we encounter the Living One (cf. Rev 1:18) and the firstborn among many brothers (cf. Rom 8:29), our
hearts experience, even now, amid the vicissitudes of history, the unfading light and joy born of our union with
God and our unity with our brothers and sisters in the common home of creation. One day we will experience
that endless joy in full communion with God. In Jesus  prayer to the Father  that they may all be one; even as
you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us  (Jn 17:21)  we find the secret of the joy that
Jesus wishes to share in its fullness (cf. Jn 15:11). It is the joy that comes from the Father through the gift of the
Holy Spirit, who is the Spirit of truth and of love, freedom, justice and unity.

This is the joy that the Church is impelled by Jesus to bear witness to and to proclaim in her mission,
unceasingly and with ever renewed vigour. The People of God makes its pilgrim way along the paths of history,
accompanying in solidarity the men and women of all peoples and cultures, in order to shed the light of the



Gospel upon humanity s journey towards the new civilization of love. Closely linked to the Church s evangelizing
mission, which flows from her very identity as completely committed to promoting the authentic and integral
growth of the human family towards its definitive fullness in God, is the vast multidisciplinary system of
ecclesiastical studies. This system has developed over the centuries from the wisdom of the People of God,
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit and in dialogue with, and discernment of, the signs of the times and diverse
cultural expressions.

It is not surprising then that the Second Vatican Council, in its decisive and prophetic effort to renew the
Church s life for a more effective mission in this moment of history, in its Decree Optatam Totius called for a
faithful and creative review of ecclesiastical studies (cf. Nos. 13-22). That review, after careful study and prudent
testing, led to the Apostolic Constitution Sapientia Christiana, promulgated by Saint John Paul II on 15 April
1979. The Constitution further encouraged and refined the Church s efforts to support Ecclesiastical Faculties
and Universities, which is to say those concerned particularly with Christian revelation and questions connected
therewith and which are therefore more closely connected with her mission of evangelization , as well as with
other disciplines which, although lacking a special link with Christian revelation, can still help considerably in the
work of evangelizing .[3]

Almost forty years later, in fidelity to the spirit and directives of Vatican II and for its own timely application, the
Apostolic Constitution urgently needs to be brought up to date. While remaining fully valid in its prophetic vision
and its clarity of expression, the Constitution ought to include the norms and dispositions issued since its
promulgation, and to take into account developments in the area of academic studies in these past decades.
There is also a need to acknowledge the changed social-cultural context worldwide and to implement initiatives
on the international level to which the Holy See has adhered.

This, then, is a good occasion to promote with thoughtful and prophetic determination the renewal of
ecclesiastical studies at every level, as part of the new phase of the Church s mission, marked by witness to the
joy born of encountering Jesus and proclaiming his Gospel, that I set before the whole People of God as a
programme in Evangelii Gaudium.

2.The Apostolic Constitution Sapientia Christiana represented in every respect the mature fruit of the great work
of reforming ecclesiastical studies initiated by the Second Vatican Council. In particular, it consolidated the
progress made in this crucial area of the Church s mission under the wise and prudent guidance of Blessed Paul



There we read that the Church s mission of spreading the Gospel not only demands that the Good News be
preached ever more widely and to ever greater numbers of men and women, but that the very power of the
Gospel should permeate thought patterns, standards of judgment, and norms of behaviour. In a word, it is
necessary that the whole of human culture be steeped in the Gospel .



This vast and pressing task requires, on the cultural level of academic training and scientific study, a broad and
generous effort at a radical paradigm shift, or rather  dare I say  at a bold cultural revolution .[27] In this effort,
the worldwide network of ecclesiastical universities and faculties is called to offer the decisive contribution of
leaven, salt and light of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the living Tradition of the Church, which is ever open to
new situations and ideas.

Today it is becoming increasingly evident that there is need of a true evangelical hermeneutic for better
understanding life, the world and humanity, not of a synthesis but of a spiritual atmosphere of research and
certainty based on the truths of reason and of faith. Philosophy and theology permit one to acquire the
convictions that structure and strengthen the intelligence and illuminate the will... but this is fruitful only if it is
done with an open mind and on one s knees. The theologian who is satisfied with his complete and conclusive
thought is mediocre. The good theologian and philosopher has an open, that is, an incomplete, thought, always
open to the maius of God and of the truth, always in development, according to the law that Saint Vincent of
Lerins described in these words: annis consolidetur, dilatetur tempore, sublimetur aetate (Commonitorium
primum, 23: PL 50, 668) .[28]

4. Against this vast new horizon now opening before us, what must be the fundamental criteria for a renewal and
revival of the contribution of ecclesiastical studies to a Church of missionary outreach? Here we can identify at
least four criteria that emerge from the Second Vatican Council s teaching and the Church s experience in these
past decades of having received that teaching in attentive listening to the Holy Spirit and to the deepest needs
and most pressing questions of the human family.

a) First, the most urgent and enduring criterion is that of contemplation and the presentation of a spiritual,
intellectual and existential introduction to the heart of the kerygma, namely the ever fresh and attractive good
news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,[29] which continues to take flesh in the life of the Church and of humanity.
[30] This is the mystery of salvation, of which the Church, in Christ, is a sign and instrument in the midst of all
people.[31] The Church is a mystery rooted in the Trinity, yet she exists concretely in history as a people of
pilgrims and evangelizers, transcending any institutional expression, however necessary... [and her] ultimate
foundation is in the free and gracious initiative of God .[32]  

This joyful and life-giving contemplation of the face of God, revealed in Jesus Christ as a Father rich in mercy
(cf. Eph 2:4),[33] enables us to live in a liberating and responsible way the experience the Church as a
mystique  of living together.[34] This provides the leaven of that universal fraternity which is capable of seeing
the sacred grandeur of our neighbour, of finding God in every human being, of tolerating the nuisances of life in
common by clinging to the love of God, of opening the heart to divine love and seeking the happiness of others
just as their heavenly Father does .[35] It is also the source of the imperative to allow our hearts and minds to
heed the cry of the earth s poor[36] and to give concrete expression to the social dimension of
evangelization,[37] which is an integral part of the Church s mission. For God, in Christ, redeems not only the
individual person but also the social relations existing between men .[38] It is true that we may not always be
able to reflect adequately the beauty of the Gospel, but there is one sign which we should never lack: the option
for those who are least, those whom society discards .[39] This option must pervade the presentation and study
of Christian truth.

From this comes the particular feature, in the formation of a Christian culture, of discovering in the whole of
creation the Trinitarian imprint that makes the cosmos in which we live a network of relations  in which it is
proper to every living being to tend towards other things . This in turn fosters a spirituality of that global
solidarity which flows from the mystery of the Trinity .[40]

b) A second guiding criterion, closely linked to and flowing from the first, is that of wide-ranging dialogue, not as
a mere tactical approach, but as an intrinsic requirement for experiencing in community the joy of the Truth and
appreciating more fully its meaning and practical implications. Today our proclamation of the Gospel and the
Church s doctrine are called to promote a culture of encounter,[41] in generous and open cooperation with all the
positive forces that contribute to the growth of universal human consciousness. A culture, we might say, of
encounter between all the authentic and vital cultures, thanks to a reciprocal exchange of the gifts of each in that
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separation of theory and practice , for in the unity of science and holiness we find the true spirit of that doctrine
which is destined to save the world . For the teaching of that doctrine, in ancient times, did not end with the brief
daily lesson; it was continued in the constant intercourse of the disciple with his master .[48]

d) A fourth and final criterion concerns the urgent need for networking  between those institutions worldwide
that cultivate and promote ecclesiastical studies, in order to set up suitable channels of cooperation also with
academic institutions in the different countries and with those inspired by different cultural and religious
traditions. At the same time, specialized centres of research need to be established in order to study the epochal
issues affecting humanity today and to offer appropriate and realistic paths for their resolution.

As I noted in Laudato Si , beginning in the middle of the last century and in spite of many difficulties, there has
been a growing conviction that our planet is a homeland and that humanity is one people living in a common
home .[49] Recognizing this interdependence obliges us to think of one world with a common plan.[50] The
Church, in particular, in a convinced and prophetic response to the summons to a renewed presence and
mission in history issued by Vatican II, is called to realize that the very catholicity that makes her a leaven of
unity in diversity and communion in freedom both demands and favours the polarity between the particular and
the universal, between the one and the many, between the simple and the complex. To annihilate this tension
would be to go against the life of the Spirit .[51] What is needed, then, is to practise a way of knowing and
interpreting reality in the light of the mind of Christ  (cf. 1 Cor 2:16), wherein the model for approaching and





 

PART ONE
GENERAL NORMS

Section I
Nature and Purpose of Ecclesiastical Universities and Faculties

Article 1. To carry out the ministry of evangelization given to the Church by Christ, the Church has the right and
duty to erect and promote Universities and Faculties which depend upon herself.[69]

Article 2. § 1. In this Constitution the terms Ecclesiastical Universities and Faculties mean those institutions of
higher education which have been canonically erected or approved by the Apostolic See, which foster and teach
sacred doctrine and the sciences connected therewith, and which have the right to confer academic degrees by
the authority of the Holy See.[70]

§ 2. They can be an Ecclesiastical University or Faculty sui iuris; or an Ecclesiastical Faculty within a Catholic
University,[71] or an Ecclesiastical Faculty within some other kind of University.

Article 3. The purpose of Ecclesiastical Faculties are:

§ 1. through scientific research to cultivate and promote their own disciplines, i.e. those directly or indirectly
connected with Christian revelation or which directly serve the mission of the Church, and therefore especially to
deepen knowledge of Christian revelation and of matters connected with it, to enunciate systematically the truths
contained therein, to consider in the light of revelation the most recent progress of the sciences, and to present
them to the people of the present day in a manner adapted to various cultures;

§ 2. to train the students to a level of high qualification in their own disciplines, according to Catholic doctrine, to
prepare them properly to face their tasks, and to promote the continuing permanent education of the ministers of
the Church;

§ 3. to collaborate intensely, in accordance with their own nature and in close communion with the Hierarchy,
with the local and the universal Church the whole work of evangelization.

Article 4. It is the duty of Bishops  Conferences to follow carefully the life and progress of Ecclesiastical
Universities and Faculties, because of their special ecclesial importance.

Article 5. The canonical erection or approval of Ecclesiastical Universities and Faculties is reserved to the
Congregation for Catholic Education, which governs them according to law.[72]

Article 6. Only Universities and Faculties canonically erected or approved by the Holy See and ordered
according to the norms of this present Constitution have the right to confer academic degrees which have
canonical value,[73] with the exception of the special right of the Pontifical nd ̾ ̾  theitµµµµ ̾ [7  with the ̾ ̾ r Faculty



Article 9. § 1. Faculties which have not been canonically erected or approved by the Holy See may not confer
academic degrees having canonical value.

§ 2. Academic degrees conferred by such Faculties, if they are to have value for some canonical effects only,
require the recognition of the Congregation for Catholic Education.

§ 3. For this recognition to be given for individual degrees for a special reason, the conditions laid down by the
Congregation must be fulfilled.

Article 10. For the correct carrying out of the present Constitution, the Norms of Application issued by the
Congregation for Catholic Education must be observed.
 

Section II
The Academic Community and Its Government

 

Article 11. § 1. The University or Faculty is community of study, research and formation, which operates, on an
official level, in pursuit of its primary aims, listed in article 3, in conformity with the principles of the evangelizing
mission of the Church.

§ 2. Within the academic community, all the people, either as individuals or as members of councils, are, each
according to his or her own status, co-responsible for the common good and must strive to work for the same
community s goals.

§ 3. Therefore, their rights and duties within the academic community must be accurately set down in the
Statutes, to ensure that they are properly exercised within correctly established limits.

Article 12. The Chancellor represents the Holy See to the University or Faculty and equally the University or
Faculty to the Holy See. He promotes the continuation and progress of the University or Faculty and he fosters
its communion with the local and universal Church.

Article 13. § 1. The University or Faculty legally depends on the Chancellor, unless the Holy See has established
otherwise.

§ 2. Where conditions favour such a post, it is also possible to have a Vice-Chancellor, whose authority is
determined in the Statutes.

Article 14. If the Chancellor is someone other than the local Ordinary, the statutory norms are to establish how
the Ordinary and the Chancellor carry out their respective offices in mutual accord.

Article 15. The academic authorities are personal and collegial. Personal authorities are, in the first place, the
Rector or President and the Dean. The collegial authorities are the various directive organisms or councils of
both the University and Faculty.

Article 16. The Statutes of the University or Faculty must very carefully set out the names and offices of the
academic authorities, determining the way they are designated and their term of office, taking into account both
the canonical nature of the individual University or Faculty and the university practice in the local area.

Article 17. Those designed as academic authorities are to be people who are truly knowledgeable about
university life and, usually, who come from among the teachers of some Faculty.
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Article 18. The following office-holders are appointed, or at least confirmed, by the Congregation for Catholic
Education:

-       the Rector of an Ecclesiastical University;

-       the President of an Ecclesiastical Faculty sui iuris;

-       the Dean of an Ecclesiastical Faculty that forms part of a Catholic University or another kind of University.

Article 19. § 1. The Statutes determine how the personal and the collegial authorities are to collaborate with
each other, so that, carefully observing the principle of collegiality, especially in more serious matters and above
all in those of an academic nature, the persons in authority will enjoy that exercise of power which really
corresponds to their office.

§ 2. This applies, in the first place, to the Rector, who has the duty to govern the entire University and to
promote, in suitable ways, its unity, cooperation and progress.

Article 20. § 1. When Faculties are parts of an Ecclesiastical University or a Catholic University, their governance
must be suitably coordinated through the Statutes with the governance of the entire University in such a way that
the good of the single Faculties is assured at the same time that the good of the whole University is promoted,
and the cooperation of all the Faculties with each other is favoured.

§ 2. The canonical exigencies of Ecclesiastical Faculties must be safeguarded even when such Faculties are
inserted into another kind of University.

Article 21. When a Faculty is joined to a major seminary or college, the Statutes, while always having due
concern for cooperation in everything pertaining to the students  good, must clearly and effectively provide that
the academic direction and administration of the Faculty are correctly distinct from the governance and
administration of the major seminary or college.
 

Section III
Teachers
 

Article 22. In each Faculty there must be a number of teachers, especially permanent ones, which corresponds
to the importance and development of the individual disciplines as well as to the proper care and profit of the
students.

Article 23. There must be various ranks of teachers, determined in the Statutes, according to their measure of
preparation, their insertion into the Faculty, their permanence, and their responsibilities within the Faculty, taking
into account the university practice of the local area.

Article 24. The Statutes are to define which authorities are responsible for hiring, naming, and promoting
teachers, especially when it is a question of giving them a permanent position.

Article 25. § 1. To be legitimately hired as a permanent teacher in a Faculty, a person must:

1) be distinguished by wealth of knowledge, witness of Christian and ecclesial life, and a sense of responsibility;

2) have a suitable Doctorate or equivalent title or exceptional and singular scientific accomplishment;
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3) show documentary proof of suitability for doing scientific research, especially by a published dissertation;

4) demonstrate teaching ability.

§ 2. These requirements for taking on permanent teachers must be applied also, in proportionate measure, for
hiring non-permanent ones.

§ 3. In hiring teachers, the scientific requirements in current force in the university practice of the local area
should be taken into account.

Article 26. § 1. All teachers of every rank must be marked by an upright life, integrity of doctrine, and devotion to
duty, so that they can effectively contribute to the proper goals of an Ecclesiastical academic institution. Should
any of these requirements subsequently cease to be, the teachers must be removed from their post, observing
the established procedures.[76]

§ 2. Those who teach matters touching on faith and morals are to be conscious of their duty to carry out their
work in full communion with the authentic Magisterium of the Church, above all, with that of the Roman
Pontiff.[77]

Article 27. § 1 Those who teach disciplines concerning faith or morals must receive, after making their profession
of faith,[78] a canonical mission from the Chancellor or his delegate, for they do not teach on their own authority
but by virtue of the mission they have received from the Church. The other teachers must receive permission to
teach from the Chancellor or his delegate.

§ 2. All teachers, before they are given a permanent post or before they are promoted to the highest category of
teacher, or else in both cases, as the Statutes are to state, must receive a declaration of nihil obstat from the
Holy See.

Article 28. Promotion to the higher ranks of teachers is to take place only after a suitable interval of time and with
due reference to teaching skill, to research accomplished, to the publication of scientific works, to the spirit of
cooperation in teaching and in research, and to commitment to the Faculty.

Article 29. The teachers, in order to carry out their tasks satisfactorily, must be free from other employment
which cannot be reconciled with their duty to do research and to instruct, according to what the Statutes require
for each rank of teacher.[79]

Article 30. The Statutes must state:

a) when and under which conditions a teaching post ends;

b) for what reasons and in which ways a teacher can be suspended, removed, or even deprived of his post, so
as to safeguard suitably the rights of the teachers, of the Faculty or University, and, above all, of the students
and also of the ecclesial community.

Section IV
Students
 

Article 31. Ecclesiastical Faculties are open to all who can legally give testimony to leading a moral life and to
having completed the previous studies appropriate to enrolling in the Faculty.

Article 32. § 1. To enrol in a Faculty in order to obtain an academic degree, one must present that kind of study
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disciplines taught in it.

§ 2. Therefore, according to the general and special norms of this Constitution, all degrees conferred and the
conditions under which they are conferred are to be determined in the Statutes of the individual Faculties.

Article 46. The academic degrees conferred by an Ecclesiastical Faculty are: Baccalaureate, Licentiate, and
Doctorate.



Article 56. § 1. The Faculty must also have information and technical audio-visual equipment, etc., to assist its
didactic and research work.

§ 2. In relationship to the special nature and purpose of a University or Faculty, research institutions and
scientific laboratories should also be available, as well as other instruments needed for the accomplishment of
its ends.

 

Section IX
Financial Administration

Article 57. A University or Faculty must have enough money to achieve its purposes properly. Its financial
endowments and its property rights are to be carefully described.

Article 58. The Statutes are to determine the duty of the Financial Officer as well as the part the Rector or
President and the University or Faculty Council play in money matters, according to the norms of good
economics and so as to preserve healthy administration.

Article 59. The teaching and non-teaching personnel are to be paid a suitable remuneration, taking account of
the customs of the local area, and also taking into consideration pensions and insurance protection.

Article 60. Likewise, the Statutes are to determinate the general norms that will indicate the ways the students
are to contribute to the expenses of the University or Faculty, by paying academic fees.

 

Section X
Strategic Planning and Cooperation of Faculties

Article 61. § 1. Great care must be given to what is called strategic planning, so as to provide for the
preservation and progress of Universities and Faculties, as well as their suitable distribution in the various parts
of the world.

§ 2. To accomplish this end, the Congregation for Catholic Education is to be helped by advice from the Bishops
Conferences and from a commission of experts.

Article 62. § 1. The erection or approval of a new University or Faculty is decided upon by the Congregation for
Catholic Education[81] when all the requirements are fulfilled. In this the Congregation listens to the local
Ordinary or Eparch, the Bishops  Conference, and experts especially from neighbouring Faculties.

§ 2. Four Ecclesiastical Faculties are needed to erect canonically an Ecclesiastical University; three
Ecclesiastical Faculties for an Ecclesiastical Athenaeum.

§ 3. An Ecclesiastical University and an Ecclesiastical Faculty sui iuris possess ipso iure public juridic
personality.

§ 4. It pertains to the Congregation for Catholic Education to grant by decree juridic personality to an
Ecclesiastical Faculty that is part of a civil University.

Article 63. § 1. Affiliation of some institution with a Faculty for the purpose of being able to grant the
Baccalaureate is approved by the Congregation for Catholic Education, after the conditions established by that
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same Congregation are fulfilled.

§ 2. It is highly desirable that theological study centres, whether diocesan or religious, be affiliated to a Faculty of
Theology.

Article 64. Aggregation to a Faculty and incorporation into a Faculty by an institution for the purposes of also
granting higher academic degrees is decided upon by the Congregation for Catholic Education, after the
conditions established by that same Congregation are fulfilled.

Article 65. The erection of a Higher Institute of Religious Sciences requires it to be linked with a Faculty of
Theology, according to the particular norms published by the Congregation for Catholic Education.

Article 66. Cooperation between Faculties, whether of the same University or of the same region or of a wider
territorial area, is to be diligently striven for.[82] In fact, such cooperation is of great help in promoting the
scientific research of the teachers and a better formation of the students. It also fosters the advance of
interdisciplinary collaboration, which appears to be ever more necessary, and it contributes to the development
of complementarity among the various Faculties. In general, it also helps to bring about the diffusion of Christian
wisdom throughout all culture.

Article 67. Whenever an Ecclesiastical University or Faculty no longer fulfils the conditions that were necessary
for its erection or approval, it pertains to the Congregation for Catholic Education, having previously adverted the
Chancellor and the Rector or President, according to the circumstances and after having heard the opinion of
the diocesan or eparchial Bishop and of the Bishops  Conference, to take the decision to suspend its academic
rights, to revoke its approval as an Ecclesiastical University or Faculty, or to suppress the institute.

 

PART TWO
SPECIAL NORMS

Article 68. Besides the norms common to all Ecclesiastical Faculties, which are established in the first part of this
Constitution, special norms are given here-under for certain of those Faculties, because of their particular nature
and importance for the Church.

 

Section I
Faculty of Theology

Article 69. A Faculty of Theology has the aim of profoundly studying and systematically explaining, according to
the scientific method proper to it, Catholic doctrine, derived with the greatest care from divine revelation. It has
the further aim of carefully seeking the solution to human problems in the light of that same revelation.

Article 70. § 1. The study of Sacred Scripture is, as it were, the soul of Theology, which rests upon the written
Word of God together with living Tradition, as its perpetual foundation.[83]

§ 2. The individual theological disciplines are to be taught in such a way that, from their internal structure and
from the proper object of each as well as from their connection with other disciplines, such as Canon Law and
Philosophy as well as the anthropological sciences, the basic unity of theological instruction is quite clear, and in
such a way that all the disciplines converge in a profound understanding of the mystery of Christ, so that this can
be announced with greater effectiveness to the People of God and to all nations.[84]
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Article 71. § 1. Revealed truth must be considered also in connection with the scientific accomplishments of
evolving time, so that it can be seen how faith and reason give harmonious witness to the unity of all truth. [85]
Also, its exposition is to be such that, without any change of the truth, there is adaptation to the nature and
character of every culture, taking special account of the philosophy and the wisdom of various peoples.
However, all syncretism and every kind of false particularism are to be excluded.[86]

§ 2. The positive values in the various cultures and philosophies are to be sought out, carefully examined, and
taken up. However, systems and methods incompatible with Christian faith must not be accepted.

Article 72. § 1. Ecumenical questions are to be carefully treated, according to the norms of competent Church
authorities.[87]

§ 2. Also to be carefully considered are relationships with non-Christian religions.

§ 3. Problems arising from atheism and other currents of contemporary culture are to be scrupulously studied.

Article 73. In studying and teaching the Catholic doctrine, fidelity to the Magisterium of the Church is always to
be emphasized. In the carrying out of teaching duties, especially in the basic cycle, those things are, above all,
to be imparted which belong to the received patrimony of the Church. Hypothetical or personal opinions which
come from new research are to be modestly presented as such.

Article 74. The curriculum of studies of the Faculty of Theology comprises:

a) the first cycle, fundamentals, which lasts for five years or ten semesters, or else, when a previous two-year
Philosophy course is an entrance requirement, for three years or six semesters.

The first two years must be primarily dedicated to a solid philosophical formation, which is necessary for
undertaking correctly the study of theology. The Baccalaureate obtained in an Ecclesiastical Faculty of
Philosophy substitutes for first-cycle philosophy courses in theology Faculties. A Baccalaureate in Philosophy
obtained in a non-Ecclesiastical Faculty does not give grounds for dispensing a student completely from the first-
cycle philosophy courses in Theology Faculties.

The theological disciplines must be taught in such a way that what is presented is an organic exposition of the
whole of Catholic doctrine, together with an introduction to theological scientific methodology.

The cycle ends with the academic degree of Baccalaureate or some other suitable degree as the Statutes of the
Faculty determine.

b) the second cycle, specialization, which lasts for two years or four semesters. In this cycle the particular
disciplines are taught corresponding to the nature of the diverse specializations being undertaken. Also seminars
and practical exercises are conducted for the acquisition of the ability to do scientific research.

The cycle concludes with the academic degree of specialized Licentiate.

c) the third cycle, in which for a suitable period of time scientific formation is brought to completion, especially
through the writing of a doctrinal dissertation.

The cycle concludes with the academic degree of Doctorate.

Article 75. § 1. To enrol in a Faculty of Theology, the student must have done the previous studies called for in
accordance with article 32 of this Constitution.
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§ 2. Where the first cycle of the Faculty lasts for only three years, the student must submit proof of having
properly completed a two-year course in philosophy at an Ecclesiastical Faculty of Philosophy or at an approved
institution.

Article 76. § 1. A Faculty of Theology has the special duty of taking care of the scientific theological formation of
those preparing for the priesthood and those who are preparing to hold some particular ecclesiastical office;
therefore, it is necessary that there be a suitable number of priest teachers.

§ 2. For this purpose, special courses suitable for seminarians should be offered. It is also appropriate for the
Faculty itself to offer the pastoral year  required for the priesthood, in addition to the five-year basic cycle. At the
end of this year, a special Diploma may be conferred.

 

Section II
Faculty of Canon Law

Article 77. A Faculty of Canon Law, whether Latin or Oriental, has the aim of cultivating and promoting the
juridical disciplines in the light of the law of the Gospel and of deeply instructing the students in these, so as to
form researchers, teachers, and others who will be trained to hold special ecclesiastical posts.

Article 78. The curriculum of studies of a Faculty of Canon Law should include:

a) the first cycle, lasting for four semesters or two years, for those who have no previous training in philosophy or
theology, including those who already hold an academic degree in civil law; in this cycle students should study
the fundamental concepts of canon law and the philosophical and theological disciplines required for an
advanced formation in canon law;

b) the second cycle, lasting for six semesters or three years, during which the canon law in all its expressions 
normative, jurisprudential, doctrinal, praxis, and especially the Code of the Latin Church or of the Oriental
Churches  should be studied in depth, by way of the complete study of its sources, both magisterial and
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Article 81. § 1. An Ecclesiastical Faculty of Philosophy has the aim of investigating philosophical problems
according to scientific methodology, basing itself on a heritage of perennially valid philosophy.[88] It has to
search for solutions in the light of natural reason and, furthermore, it has to demonstrate their consistency with
the Christian view of the world, of man, and of God, placing in a proper light the relationship between philosophy
and theology.

§ 2. Then, the students are to be instructed so as to make them ready to teach and to fill other suitable
intellectual posts as well as to prepare them to promote Christian culture and to undertake a fruitful dialogue with
the people of our time.

Article 82. The curriculum of studies in an Ecclesiastical Faculty of Philosophy includes:

a) the first cycle, basics, in which for three years or six semesters an organic exposition of the various parts of
philosophy is imparted, which includes treating the world, man, and God. It also includes the history of
philosophy, together with an introduction into the method of scientific research;

b) the second cycle, the beginning of specialization, in which for two years or four semesters through special
disciplines and seminars a more profound consideration is imparted in some sector of philosophy;

c) the third cycle, in which, for a period of at least three years, philosophical maturity is promoted, especially by
means of writing a doctoral dissertation.

Article 83. The first cycle ends with the degree of Baccalaureate, the second with the specialized Licentiate, and
the third with the Doctorate.

Article 84. To enrol in the first cycle of a Faculty of Philosophy, the student must have done the previous studies
called for in accordance with article 32 of this Apostolic Constitution.

If a student, who has successfully completed the regular philosophy courses in the first cycle of a Theology
Faculty, wants to continue philosophical studies in order to obtain the Baccalaureate in an Ecclesiastical Faculty
of Philosophy, due account must be taken of the courses that the student has attended during the
aforementioned studies.

 

Section IV
Other Faculties

Article 85. Besides the Faculties of Theology, Canon Law, and Philosophy, other Faculties have been or can be
canonically erected, according to the needs of the Church and with a view to attaining certain goals, as for
instance:

a) a more profound study of certain sciences which are of greater importance to the theological, juridical,
philosophical and historical disciplines;

b) the promotion of other sciences, first of all the humanities, which have a close connection with the theological
disciplines or with the work of evangelization;

c) the deeper cultivation of literature, so that it can provide a special help both for a better understanding of
Christian revelation and for carrying on more efficaciously the work of evangelization;

d) finally, a more accurate preparation both of clerics and laity so that they may worthily carry out some special
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duties of the apostolate.

Article 86. It belongs to the Congregation for Catholic Education to set out, in accordance with circumstances,
special norms for these Faculties or Institutes, just as has been done in the above sections for the Faculties of
Theology, Canon Law, and Philosophy.

Article 87. The Faculties and Institutes for which special norms have not yet been set out must also draw up their
own Statutes. These must conform to the General Norms established in the first part of this Constitution, and
they must take into account the special nature and purpose proper to each of these Faculties or Institutes.

 

Final Norms

Article 88. This present Constitution will come into effect on the first day of the 2018-2019 academic year or of
the 2019 academic year, according to the academic calendar in use in various places.

Article 89. § 1. Each University or Faculty must, before December 8, 2019, present its Statutes and Plan of
Studies, revised according to this Constitution, to the Congregation for Catholic Education.

§ 2. Any modifications to the Statutes or Plan of Studies require the approval of the Congregation for Catholic



 

FRANCISCUS

 

 

APPENDIX I

Foreword of the Apostolic Constitution Sapientia Christiana (1979)

 

I

Christian wisdom, which the Church teaches by divine authority, continuously inspires the faithful of Christ
zealously to endeavour to relate human affairs and activities with religious values in a single living synthesis.
Under the direction of these values all things are mutually connected for the glory of God and the integral
development of the human person, a development that includes both corporal and spiritual well - being.[89]

Indeed, the Church s mission of spreading the Gospel not only demands that the Good News be preached ever
more widely and to ever greater numbers of men and women, but that the very power of the Gospel should
permeate thought patterns, standards of judgment, and norms of behaviour; in a word, it is necessary that the
whole of human culture be steeped in the Gospel.[90]

The cultural atmosphere in which a human being lives has a great influence upon his or her way of thinking and,
thus, of acting. Therefore, a division between faith and culture is more than a small impediment to
evangelization, while a culture penetrated with the Christian spirit is an instrument that favours the spreading of
the Good News.

Furthermore, the Gospel is intended for all peoples of every age and land and is not bound exclusively to any
particular culture. It is valid for pervading all cultures so as to illumine them with the light of divine revelation and
to purify human conduct, renewing them in Christ.

For this reason, the Church of Christ strives to bring the Good News to every sector of humanity so as to be able
to convert the consciences of human beings, both individually and collectively, and to fill with the light of the
Gospel their works and undertakings, their entire lives, and, indeed, the whole of the social environment in which
they are engaged. In this way the Church carries out her mission of evangelizing also by advancing human
culture.[91]

 

II

In this activity of the Church with regard to culture, Catholic universities have had and still have special
importance. By their nature they aim to secure that the Christian outlook should acquire a public, stable and
universal influence in the whole process of the promotion of higher culture. [92]

In fact, as my Predecessor Pope Pius XI recalled in the preface to the Apostolic Constitution Deus Scientiarum
Dominus,[93] there arose within the Church, from her earliest period, didascaleia for imparting instruction in
Christian wisdom so that people s lives and conduct might be formed. From these houses of Christian wisdom
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the Faculties, the unity of the Catholic Church in these centres of education will also be clear to everyone.

Therefore, the Sacred Congregation for Catholic Education, by command of my Predecessor Pope Paul VI, has
consulted first of all, the Ecclesiastical Universities and Faculties themselves, then, the departments of the
Roman Curia and the other bodies interested. After this, it established a commission of experts who, under the
direction of the same Congregation, have carefully reviewed the legislation covering ecclesiastical academic
studies.

This work has now been successfully completed, and Pope Paul VI was about to promulgate this Constitution,
as he so ardently desired to do, when he died; likewise Pope John Paul I was prevented by sudden death from
doing so. After long and careful consideration of the matter, I decree and lay down, by my apostolic authority, the
following laws and norms.

 

 

NORMS OF APPLICATION

OF THE CONGREGATION FOR CATHOLIC EDUCATION FOR THE CORRECT IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
APOSTOLIC CONSTITUTION

VERITATIS GAUDIUM

The Congregation for Catholic Education, according to article 10 of the Apostolic Constitution Veritatis Gaudium,
presents to the Ecclesiastical Universities and Faculties the following Norms of Application and orders that they
be faithfully observed.

 

PART ONE

GENERAL NORMS

Section I

Nature and Purpose of Ecclesiastical Universities and Faculties 
(Apostolic Constitution, articles 1-10)

Article 1. § 1. The norms on Ecclesiastical Universities and Faculties are also to be applied to the other
institutions of higher education, taking into account their particular nature, congrua congruis referendo, which
have been canonically erected or approved by the Holy See with the right to confer academic degrees by the
authority of the same See.

§ 2. Ecclesiastical Universities and Faculties, as well as the other institutions of higher education, are normally
subject to evaluation by the Holy See s Agency for the Evaluation and Promotion of Quality in Ecclesiastical



Article 3. The tasks for which students can be prepared can be either strictly scientific, such as research or
teaching, or else pastoral. Account must be taken of this diversity in the curriculum of studies and in the
determining of the academic degrees, while always preserving the scientific nature of the studies for both.

Article 4. Active participation in the ministry of evangelization concerns the action of the Church in pastoral work,
in ecumenism, and in missionary undertakings. It also extends to the understanding, defence and diffusion of the
faith. At the same time it extends to the whole context of culture and human society.

Article 5. Bishops  Conferences, collaborating with the Apostolic See in these matters also, are thus to follow
carefully both Universities and Faculties:



Article 9. The duties of the Chancellor are:

1.     to promote continually the progress of the University or Faculty, to advance its scientific progress and its
ecclesiastical identity, to ensure that Catholic doctrine is integrally followed, and to enforce the faithful
implementation of the Statutes and the prescriptions of the Holy See;

2.     to help ensure close relationships between all the different ranks and members of the community;

3.     to propose to the Congregation for Catholic Education the names of those who, according to the norm of
art. 18 of the Apostolic Constitution, are to be nominated or confirmed as Rector, President or Dean, as well as
the names of the teachers for whom a nihil obstat is to be requested;

4.     to receive the profession of faith of the Rector or President or Dean;[102]

5.     to give to or take away from the teachers the canonical mission or permission to teach, according to the
norms of the Constitution;

6.     to request the nihil obstat of the Congregation for the conferral of honorary doctorates;

7.     to inform the Congregation for Catholic Education about more important matters and to send to that
Congregation every five years a detailed report on the academic, moral, and economic condition of the
University or Faculty, and its strategic plan, along with his own judgement, following the schema drawn up by the
same Congregation.

Article 10. If the University or Faculty depends upon a collegial entity (for instance, on a Bishops  Conference),
one designated member of the group is to exercise the office of Chancellor.

Article 11. The local Ordinary, if he is not the Chancellor, since he has the pastoral responsibility for his Diocese,
is, whenever something in the University or Faculty is known to be contrary to doctrine, morals, or ecclesiastical
discipline, to take the matter to the Chancellor so that the latter may take action. In case the Chancellor does
nothing, the Ordinary may have recourse to the Holy See, without prejudice to his own obligation to provide
personally for action in those cases which are more serious or urgent and which carry danger for his Diocese.

Article 12. The appointment or confirmation mentioned in article 18 of the Apostolic Constitution is also required
for a subsequent term of office for the office-holders cited.

Article 13. What is contained in article 19 of the Constitution must be explained further in the proper Statutes of
the University or those of the individual Faculties, giving more weight, as the case may require, either to collegial
or else to personal government, while always preserving both forms. Account should be taken of the university
practice of the region where the Faculty is located or of the Religious Institute on which the Faculty may depend.

Article 14. Besides the University Council (Academic Senate) and the Faculty Council, both of which must
everywhere exist even if under different names, the Statutes can suitably establish other special councils or
commissions for directing and promoting various sectors: scientific, pedagogy, discipline, finances, etc.

Article 15. § 1. According to the Constitution, a Rector is one who presides over a University; a President is one
who presides over an Institute or a Faculty sui iuris; a Dean is one who presides over a Faculty which is a part of
a University; Director is one who presides over an academic institute that is aggregated or incorporated.

§ 2. The Statutes are to fix a term of office for these offices and are to determine in what way and how many
consecutive times their term can be renewed.
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Article 16. It belongs to the office of the Rector or President:

1.     to direct, promote, and coordinate all the activity of the academic community;
2.     to be the representative of the University or of the Institute or Faculty sui iuris;
3.     to convoke the Council of the University or of the Institute or Faculty sui iuris and preside over the same
according to the norms of the Statutes;
4.     to watch over the administration of temporalities;
5.     to refer more important matters to the Chancellor;
6.     to ensure that, every year, the institution s data in the data-base of the Congregation for Catholic Education
be updated electronically.
Article 17. The Dean of the Faculty is:
1.     to promote and coordinate all the activity of the Faculty, especially matters regarding studies, and to see to
providing with due speed for their needs;
2.     to convoke the Faculty Council and preside over it;
3.     to admit or exclude students in the name of the Rector according to the norms of the Statutes;
4.     to refer to the Rector what is done or proposed by the Faculty;
5.     to see that the instructions of higher authorities are carried out;
6.     to update electronically, at least once a year, the institution s data in the data-base of the Congregation for
Catholic Education.

 

Section III

Teachers
(Apostolic Constitution, articles 22-30)

Article 18. § 1. Teachers who are permanently attached to a Faculty are, in the first place, those who are
assumed in full and firm right and who are called Ordinary Professors. Next come Extraordinary Professors. It
can also be useful to have others, according to university practice.

§ 2. Faculties must have a minimum number of permanent teachers: twelve for the Faculty of Theology (and, if
necessary, at least three with the required degrees in philosophy, q.v. Norms of Application, article 57); seven
for the Faculty of Philosophy; and five for the Faculty of Canon Law. Moreover, there must be either five or four
in Higher Institutes of Religious Sciences, depending on whether the Institute has both the first and second
cycle, or only the first cycle. All other Faculties must have at least five permanent teachers.

§ 3. Besides permanent teachers, there are usually others who are designated by various titles, in the first place
those invited from other Faculties.

§ 4. Finally, to carry out certain academic functions it is also opportune to have Assistants, who must possess an
appropriate degree.

Article 19. § 1. By a suitable Doctorate is meant one that corresponds to the discipline to be taught.



publications and teaching are consonant with, and adhere to, the truth that is transmitted by the faith.

Article 20. § 1. Teachers belonging to other churches and ecclesial communities, co-opted according to the
norms of competent ecclesiastical authority,[103] require permission to teach from the Chancellor.

§ 2. Teachers belonging to other churches and ecclesial communities cannot teach doctrinal courses in the first
cycle, but can teach other disciplines.[104] In the second cycle, they can be called upon as invited
teachers.[105]

Article 21. § 1. The Statutes must establish when a permanent status is conferred in relationship with the
obtaining of the nihil obstat that must be procured in accordance with article 27 of the Constitution.

§ 2. The nihil obstat of the Holy See is the declaration that, in accordance with the Constitution and the special
Statutes, there appears nothing to impede a nomination which is proposed, but it does not, of itself, confer a
right to teach. If some impediment should exist, this will be communicated to the Chancellor who will listen to the
teacher in regard to the matter.

§ 3. If particular circumstances of time or place impede the requesting of the nihil obstat from the Holy See, the
Chancellor is to take counsel with the Congregation for Catholic Education to find a suitable solution.

§ 4. In Faculties which are under special concordat law the established norms are to be followed and, if they
exist, those particular norms decreed by the Congregation for Catholic Education.

Article 22. The time interval between promotions, which must be at least three years, is to be set down in the
Statutes.

Article 23. § 1. Teachers, first of all the permanent ones, are to seek to collaborate with each other. It is also
recommended that there be collaboration with the teachers of other Faculties, especially those with subjects that
have an affinity or some connection with those of the Faculty.

§ 2. One cannot be at one and the same time a permanent teacher in more than one Faculty.

Article 24. § 1. The Statutes are to set out with care the procedure in regard to the suspension or removal of a
teacher, especially in matters concerning doctrine.

§ 2. Care must be taken that, first of all, these matters be settled between the Rector or President or Dean and
the teacher himself. If they are not settled there, the matters should be dealt with by an appropriate Council or
committee, so that the first examination of the facts be carried out within the University or Faculty itself. If this is
not sufficient, the matters are to be referred to the Chancellor, who, with the help of experts, either of the
University or the Faculty or from other places, must consider the matter and provide for a solution. The teacher
must always be afforded the right to know the cause and the evidence, as well as the right to explain and defend



Section IV

Students
(Apostolic Constitution, articles 31-35)

Article 26. § 1. The legitimate documentation, mentioned in article 31 of the Constitution:

1. about the student s moral life: for clergy, seminarians and Religious, this is to be given by their own Ordinary,
Hierarch or Superior, or by one delegated by them; for all other persons, by some Church person;

2. about previous studies: this is in the academic level required by the norm of article 32 of the Constitution.

§ 2. Since the studies required before entry into a University differ from one country to another, the Faculty has
the right and duty to investigate from the documentation whether all the disciplines have been studied which the
Faculty itself considers necessary.

§ 3. A suitable knowledge of the Latin language is required for the Faculties of the sacred sciences, so that the
students can understand and use the sources of these sciences as well as the documents of the Church.[107]

§ 4. If one of the disciplines has been found not to have been studied or to have been studied in an insufficient
way, the Faculty is to require that this be madasM ̾ unders ch beenreq x erg ̾
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Article 32. Equally, the Plan of Studies is to determine the practical exercises and seminars in which the
students must not only be present but also actively work together with their colleagues and produce their own
written papers.

Article 33. § 1. The lectures and practical exercises are to be suitably distributed so as to foster private study



Article 41. So that a Faculty may grant other degrees, other than the academic degrees conferred by authority of
the Holy See, it is necessary that:

1. the Congregation for Catholic Education has given its nihil obstat for the conferral of the degree in question;

2. the respective Plan of Studies establishes the nature of the degree, indicating expressly that it is not an
academic degree conferred by authority of the Holy See;

3. the Diploma itself declares that the degree is not conferred by authority of the Holy See.

 

Section VIII

Didactic Facilities
(Apostolic Constitution, articles 53-56)

Article 42. The University or Faculty must have lecture halls which are truly functional and worthy and suited to
the teaching of the various disciplines and to the number of students.

Article 43. There must be a library open for consultation, in which are available the principal works required for
the scientific work of both teachers and students.

Article 44. Library norms are to be established in such a way that access and use are made particularly easy for
teachers and students.

Article 45. Cooperation and coordination between libraries of the same city and region should be fostered.

 

Section IX

Financial Administration
(Apostolic Constitution, articles 57-60)

 

Article 46. § 1. To provide for continuous good administration, the academic authorities must inform themselves
at set times about the financial situation and they must provide for careful, periodic audits.

§ 2. The Rector or President is to transmit an annual report to the Chancellor on the economic situation of the
University or Faculty.



Section X
Strategic Planning and Cooperation of Faculties

(Apostolic Constitution, articles 61-67)

Article 48. § 1. In order to undertake the erection of a new University or Faculty, it is necessary that:

a) a true need or usefulness can be demonstrated, which cannot be satisfied by affiliation, aggregation, or



taken to preserve one s own identity.

 

PART TWO

SPECIAL NORMS

Section I
Faculty of Theology

(Apostolic Constitution, articles 69-76)

Article 53. The theological disciplines are to be taught in such a way that their organic connection is made clear
and that light be shed upon the various aspects or dimensions that pertain intrinsically to the nature of sacred
doctrine. The chief ones are the biblical, patristic, historical, liturgical, and pastoral dimensions. The students are
to be led to a deep grasp of the material, at the same time as they are led to form a personal synthesis, to
acquire a mastery of the method of scientific research, and thus to become able to explain sacred doctrine
appropriately.

Article 54. In presenting doctrine, those norms are to be followed which are in the documents of the Second
Vatican Council,[109] as well as those found in more recent documents of the Holy See[110] insofar as these
pertain to academic studies.

Article 55. The obligatory disciplines are:

1. In the first cycle:

a) - The philosophical disciplines needed for theology, which are above all systematic philosophy and the history
of philosophy (ancient, medieval, modern, contemporary). Besides a general introduction, the systematic
teaching must include the main areas of philosophy: 1) metaphysics (understood as philosophy of being and
natural theology), 2) philosophy of nature, 3) philosophy of man, 4) moral and political philosophy, 5) logic and
philosophy of knowledge.

- Excluding the human sciences, the strictly philosophical disciplines (q.v. Norms of Appl., art. 66, 1, a) must
constitute at least 60% of the number of credits in the first two years. Each year must include a number of credits
suited to one year of full-time university studies.

- It is highly preferable that the philosophy courses be concentrated in the first two years of philosophical-
theological formation. Within this two-year period, these philosophical studies, which are undertaken in view of
theology studies, will be integrated with the introductory theology courses.

b) the theological disciplines, namely:

Sacred Scripture: introduction and exegesis;



c) the auxiliary disciplines, namely, some of the sciences of man and, besides Latin, the biblical languages
insofar as they are required for the following cycles.

2. In the second cycle: the particular disciplines established in various sections, according to the diverse
specializations offered, along with the practical exercises and seminars, including a special written dissertation.

3. In the third cycle: the Plan of Studies is to determine if particular disciplines are to be taught and which ones,
together with practical exercises and seminars, as well as what ancient and modern languages the student must
be able to understand to be able to write his or her thesis.

Article 56. In the five-year basic cycle, diligent care must be exercised that all the disciplines are taught with
order, fullness, and with correct method, so that the student receives harmoniously and effectively a solid,
organic, and complete basic instruction in theology, which will enable him either to go on to the next cycle s
higher studies or to exercise some office in the Church.

Article 57. The number of professors who teach philosophy must be at least three, who have the required
degrees in philosophy (q.v. Norms of Appl., art. 19 and 67 § 2). They must be permanent, i.e. dedicated full-time
to the teaching of philosophy and to research in that field.

Article 58. Besides examinations or equivalent tests for each discipline, at the end of the first and of the second
cycle there is to be a comprehensive examination or equivalent test, so that the student proves that he or she
has fully achieved the scientific formation intended by the respective cycle.

Article 59. It belongs to the Faculty to determine under what conditions students who have completed the
curriculum of studies in philosophy and theology in a major seminary or in some other approved institute of
higher learning may be admitted into the second cycle, taking careful account of their previous studies and,
where necessary, prescribing special courses and examinations.

 

Section II

Faculty of Canon Law
(Apostolic Constitution, articles 77-80)

Article 60. In a Faculty of Canon Law, whether Latin or Oriental, there must be a careful setting forth both of the
history and texts of ecclesiastical laws and of their disposition and connection, as well as their theological
foundations.

Article 61. The following disciplines are obligatory:

1. In the first cycle

a) elements of philosophy: philosophical anthropology, metaphysics, ethics;

b) elements of theology: an introduction to Sacred Scripture; fundamental theology; the transmission and
credibility of divine revelation; Trinitarian theology; Christology; divine grace; in a special way, ecclesiology;
general and special sacramental theology; fundamental and special moral theology;

c)  and specialOoralQ ptur ent care mclesiN cl  ad spe̾ ̾ tron Law



2. In the second cycle

a) The books of the Code of Canon Law or the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches, in all their parts, and
the other norms in force;

b) Related disciplines: the theology of canon law; the philosophy of law; fundamental concepts of Roman law;
elements of civil law; the history of the fundamental canonical structures of canon law; the history of the sources
of canon law; the relationship between the Church and civil society; canonical administrative and judicial praxis;

c) an introduction to the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches for students at a Latin Faculty of Canon Law;
and introduction to the Code of Canon Law for students at an Oriental Faculty of Canon Law;

d) Latin;

e) the optional courses, exercises and seminars as required by each faculty.

3. In the third cycle

a) canonical Latin

b) optional courses or exercises as required by each faculty.

Article 62. § 1. Students who successfully completed the philosophical-theological curriculum in a major
seminary or in a theological faculty can be admitted immediately into the second cycle, unless the Dean deems it
necessary or opportune, prior to their admittance, to require that they take a preliminary course in Latin or in the
fundamental concepts of canon law.

Students who prove they have studied some of the subjects of the first cycle at an appropriate faculty or
university-level institute may be dispensed from them.

§ 2. Students who hold an academic degree in civil law may be dispensed from some courses of the second
cycle (such as Roman law and civil law), but may not be exempt from the three-year curriculum of studies for the
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rooted in the philosophical patrimony which is perennially valid ,[111] which has developed throughout the
history, with special attention being given to the work of Saint Thomas Aquinas. At the same time, the
philosophy taught in an Ecclesiastical Faculty must be open to the contributions that more recent research has



- A study of the relationship between reason and Christian faith  that is, between philosophy and theology 
from a systematic and historical point of view, paying attention to safeguarding both the autonomy of each field
as well as their interconnection.

- Latin, so as to be able to understand the philosophical works (especially of Christian authors) written in that
language. The student s knowledge of Latin must be verified within the first two years.

- A modern language other than one s mother-tongue, the knowledge of which must be verified before the end of
the third year.

- An introduction to the methodology of study and of scientific research, which serves also as an introduction to
the use of research tools and the practice of disputation.

c) The optional additional subjects:

- Principles of literature and the arts;

- Principles of some of the human sciences or some of the natural sciences (for example, psychology, sociology,
history, biology or physics). In a particular way, care must be taken to establish a connection between the
sciences and philosophy.

- Some other optional philosophical disciplines: for example, philosophy of science, philosophy of culture,
philosophy of art, philosophy of technology, philosophy of language, philosophy of law or philosophy of religion.

2. In the second cycle:

- some special disciplines established in various sections, according to the diverse specializations offered, along
with practical exercises and seminars, including special Licentiate dissertation.

- Beginners or advanced ancient Greek, or a second modern language other than that required for the first cycle
or an advanced study of the same.

3° In the third cycle:

The Plan of Studies of the Faculty is to determine if special disciplines are to be taught and which ones, together
with the practical exercises and seminars. It is necessary to acquire a knowledge of another language, or to
acquire an advanced knowledge of one of the languages previously studied.

Article 67. § 1. The faculty must employ, on a full-time basis, at least seven duly qualified teachers, who thus can
ensure the teaching of each of the obligatory basic subjects (q.v. Norms of Appl., art. 66, 1; art. 48, § 1, b).





-         Christian Archaeology
-         Bioethics
-         Social Communications
-         Law
-         Christian and Classical Letters
-         Liturgy
-         Missiology
-         Sacred Music
-         Ancient Near Eastern Studies
-         Psychology
-         Educational Sciences
-         Religious Sciences
-         Social Sciences
-         Spirituality
-         Church History
-         Arabic and Islamic Studies
-         Biblical Studies
-         Oriental Studies
-         Studies on Marriage and the Family

 

His Holiness Pope FRANCIS has approved and ordered to be published each and every one of these Norms of
Application, anything to the contrary notwithstanding.

Rome, from the offices of the Congregation for Catholic Education, December 27, 2017, the Feast of Saint John,
Apostle and Evangelist.

 

Giuseppe Cardinal Versaldi
Prefect

 

Angelo Vincenzo Zani
Titular Archbishop of Volturno

Secretary

 

 

 

APPENDIX I

Relating to Article 7 of the Norms of Application
Norms for Drawing Up Statutes of a University or Faculty

Taking into account what is contained in the Apostolic Constitution and in the attached Norms of Application 
and leaving to their own internal regulations what is of a particular or changeable nature  the Statutes of a
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University or Faculty must mainly deal with the following points:

1.     The name, nature and purpose of the University or Faculty (with a brief history in the foreword).
2.     The governance: the Chancellor; the personal and collegial academic authorities and what their exact
functions are; how the personal authorities are chosen and how long their term of office is; how the collegial
authorities i.e. the members of the Councils are chosen and how long their term is.
3.     The teachers: what the minimum number of teachers is in each Faculty; into which ranks both the
permanent and non-permanent are divided; what requisites they must have; how they are hired, appointed,
promoted, and how they lose office (describing reasons needed and procedures); their duties and rights.
4.     The students: requisites for enrolment; reasons and procedures for their suspension; their duties and rights.
5.     Officials and administrative and service personnel: their duties and rights.
6.     Academic degrees: what degrees are given in each Faculty and under what conditions; other qualifications
granted.
7.     Didactic and information facilities: the library, and how to provide for its maintenance and growth; other
forms of didactic assistance and the scientific laboratories, if required.
8.     Financial administration: the financial endowment of the University or Faculty and its administration; norms
for paying the leadership, teachers, administrative personnel; student fees; economic assistance for the
students.
9.     Relationships with other Faculties and Institutes, etc.

 

Plan of Studies

1.     What the Plan of Studies is for each Faculty.
2.     What cycles there are.
3.     What disciplines are taught: whether they are obligatory, and how often they are taught.
4.     What seminars and practical exercises there are.
5.     What examinations or equivalent tests there are.
6.     Distance learning, where applicable.

 

 

APPENDIX II

Relating to Article 70 of the Norms of Application
Sectors of Ecclesiastical Studies according to their Current (2017) Academic Status in the Church

LIST

Note: These individual study Sectors, listed here alphabetically, are currently in existence. Under each of these
headings is to be found a grouping of Specializations.
Existing Specializations are to be found in the data-base of Ecclesiastical Institutions of Higher Education,
accessible via the web-site www.educatio.va.
Furthermore, the aforementioned data-base includes all Institutions of Higher Education erected or approved by
the Congregation for Catholic Education as being part of the educational system of the Holy See.

-       Christian Archaeology
-       Bioethics
-       Social Communications
-       Canon Law
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-       Law
-       Philosophy
-       Christian and Classical Letters
-       Liturgy
-       Missiology
-       Sacred Music
-       Ancient Near Eastern Studies
-       Psychology
-       Educational Sciences
-       Religious Sciences
-       Social Sciences
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